
WELL WATER TESTING 

CONTAMINATION SOURCES 

HEALTH EFFECTS 

WHEN TO TEST 

Information from www.epa.gov



Y O U R  W A T E R  S H O U L D
B E  T E S T E D  E V E R Y  Y E A R  
F O R  B A C T E R I A .

S I T U A T I O N S  T H A T  M A Y  
R E Q U I R E  M O R E  T E S T I N G :  

•  S O M E O N E  I N  Y O U R  

H O U S E H O L D  I S  P R E G N A N T  

O R  N U R S I N G  

•  U N E X P L A I N E D  I L L N E S S E S  

I N  T H E  F A M I L Y  

•  N E I G H B O R S  F I N D  A  

C O N T A M I N A N T  I N  T H E I R  

W A T E R  

•  C H A N G E  I N  W A T E R  T A S T E ,  

O D O R ,  C O L O R  O R  C L A R I T Y  

•  T H E R E  I S  A  S P I L L  O F  

C H E M I C A L S  O R  F U E L S  N E A R  

Y O U R  W E L L .  

www.epa.gov



Identify problem sources

Is your well 
"downstream" from your 

own or a neighbor's 
septic system?

Are there 
livestock nearby?

Lawn fertilizers 
near the well?

Is your well 
located near a road 

that is frequently salted or 
sprayed with de-icers 
during winter months?

Pesticides being used 
on nearby 

agricultural crops 
or nurseries?

Do you or your 
neighbors dispose 

of household wastes 
or used motor oil in the backyard

www.epa.gov
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EFFECTS ON YOUR
HEALTH

Drinking water containing 
bacteria and viruses: 

Hepatitis

Cholera

Giardiasis

Methemoglobinemia

“Blue Baby Syndrome" - disrupts oxygen flow in the blood 

Benzene from gasoline:
Carcinogenic 

Lead:
Learning disabilities in children

Nerve, kidney, and liver problems

Pregnancy risks 

Radon:
Lung Cancer 

AND MORE...
www.epa.gov


	At a minimum, your water should be tested every year for bacteria, the most commonwater quality problem. Other tests may be required, depending on where you live andwhat is located near your water supply.
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